Template Letter and Instructions: Writing to your MP about concerns with calls for parole reform, and a broad ‘tough on crime agenda’ being implemented in the name of victims of crime 
Find your MP at www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/search   
Enter your postal code. Write to the constituency office.
 Email before mid-August. The fall legislative agenda is set in August and early September.
Include your letter as an attachment to the email. Include your home address. Customize the template language to your liking. 
CC  Gary Anandasangaree, Minister of Public Safety; ps.ministerofpublicsafety-ministredelasecuritepublique.sp@ps-sp.gc.ca 
 Sean Fraser, Minister of Justice; Sean.Fraser@parl.gc.ca 
 And the Governor General info@gg.ca , or notify the Governor General of your concerns broadly by filing the form presented here: Contact Information | The Governor General of Canada 
DRAFT letter
Subject: Concerns about calls for parole reform 
Dear [MP’s name],
I live in [your riding]. I am writing to express my significant disapproval for recent calls for parole reform by the Toronto and Canadian police associations and also to convey my concern at the broad trend of recent legislative changes that are moving Canadian criminal and prison law into harsher practices. Canada has long held the value of a fair justice system that is rooted in reintegration and public safety. I did not vote for a tough on crime policy agenda. 
In July, two police associations called on the government to make changes to existing parole law in Canada. As it stands, the Canadian parole system is already incredibly tough for people who are working hard to gain release and build lives post incarceration.
Further, the specific parole hearing that led the police to call for broad sweeping legislative reform did not even end in parole being granted. The complaints centered around the Parole Board’s scheduling and administrative practices. The Parole Board of Canada sets its hearing dates and notice periods. The Federal Ombudsperson for Victims of Crime has the mandate to address such matters. To call for wide-sweeping legislative reform following this case is egregious, when the solutions to the issues raised, already exist. This is and especially irresponsible ask, especially during a time where deaths in custody and dysfunction in both federal and provincial jails and prisons are rampant. More than ever, given what is happening to the south of us, we need sound criminal justice policy and a respect for the rule of law in Canada. 
The Canadian Police Association has asked the government to apply to parole the same approach that it used for bail and sentencing reform. That approach produced Bill C-14, a bill which reformed more than eighty clauses across four statutes, and included sentencing changes, restrictions on conditional sentences and amendments to the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
 I join a growing number of people in Canada who are deeply concerned that Parliament’s agenda is being set to the specifications of certain lobby, on a timetable that leaves no room for scrutiny, and in the absence of evidence that “tough on crime” agendas work to keep us safe. 
The Prime Minister’s mandate letter of 21 May 2025 commits this government to “uphold the rule of law, protect our democratic institutions, and reinforce the unity of our country.” The same letter sets out seven priorities for this Parliament. Changes to criminal law are not among them, and I did not vote for this. 
The mandate letter commits the government to “focusing on results over spending,” and to spending less on government operations. Holding one person in federal custody costs about $156,700 a year, and about $256,700 in a prison designated for women. Supervising one person in the community costs about $47,500.  Systems that prioritize punishment and vengeance not only harm our society, but they also cost us billions of our taxpayer dollars that could be much better spent elsewhere. 
The mandate letter also commits the government to “advancing reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples.” Indigenous women and gender-diverse people make up more than half of the people held in federal prisons designated for women, and Indigenous men are also incarcerated at devastating rates. Every crime policy advanced by this government has ignored the very real problems the Canadian prison system faces, and each has moved us into a harsher, more punitive system. 
I am finally, very concerned by the use being made of people harmed by crime. Making the Canadian prison system more dysfunctional in the name of victims of crime and assuming all want a more retributive justice system is a grave error and is incredible exploitive to people who have suffered harm, who hold a diversity of ideas, needs, and perspectives. 
Please tell the Ministers of Public Safety and Justice that you do not support putting changes to parole law on Parliament’s agenda this fall, or a country that abandons its commitments to fair and just institutions. 
Please write back and tell me what position you will take, 
[Your name]
[Your street address, city, postal code]
[Your email or phone number]

